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London has also undertaken many public improvements
London. during the past fifty years under somewhat similar ar-
rangements in regard to the excess condemnation of land.
The most recent enterprise of the sort on a large scale is the
King's Way, which now runs from Holborn to the Strand.*
Financially the results have proved to be better than those
secured in Paris, but the net cost of the new highway is at
least two million dollars more than the authorities counted
upon. It is easy to demonstrate, therefore, that too much
stress should not be laid upon European experience in the
matter of the financial advantages to be derived from the
policy of excess condemnation. Since, even with the great
skill and sound judgment which the city authorities of Paris
and London are accustomed to display in guarding the finan-
cial interests of their municipalities, the balance does not
come out on the right side, one can well imagine what the
usual result would be in the cities of this country. At the
same time it ought to be borne in mind that the financial
question is not the only one involved. Even though the
excess-condemnation procedure be the more expensive plan,
it may nevertheless be the better one. Only by using it
can the city, in some cases, get what it really wants. This is
particularly true when the city's initial control of abut-
ting property is necessary to proper rebuilding by private
purchasers.

When land is needed for new streets or for the enlarge-
ment of existing ones, or when streets are improved or re-
paved, it is the custom in many American cities to assess
at least a part of the cost upon neighboring property in
meats. accordance with the benefit or betterment which the latter
is presumed to derive from the improvement. The origin
of this plan, the procedure followed, and the results ob-
tained are matters that will be discussed in a later chap-

(Massachusetts House Documents, Nos, 288, 1096), issued in 1904; but
these documents are now out of print. Some extracts are given, however,
in Shurtlelf and Olmsted's Carrying out the City Plan, Appendix B.
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